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o rd 
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(Type  all entries - complete applicable sections) I 

Poplar Forest Thomas Jefferson's retreat 
IANDIOR HISTORIC: 

Poplar Forest (Bedford Plantation) 
2. LOCATtQN 

/ S 'TREET AN@NUMBER:U.S. 460 t o  County 661, ?.(-miles, and l e f t  0.6-miles t o  
.. 

house. 6.5-miles west of Lsnchbura 
C l T Y  O R  T O W N :  

Forest 
S T A T E  1 .  c O D ~  COUNTY:  

C O D E  

1 rd I 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

- 

Building 'publ ic Public Acquisrtion: Occupied Yes: 

Site Structure Private In Proeeas Unoccupied C] Restr icted 
Both Being Considered a Preservation work Unrestricted 

Obiect 0 I n  progress N,: m 
- 

P R E S E N T  U S E  (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Agricultural Government Park C] Transportation Comments a 
~ommere ia l  Industrial PrivateResidence Other (specj fy)  

Educational 0 Military @ Religious 

Entertainment Museum Scientif ic 
I 

14. OWNER bF PROPERTY 
li 

O W N E R S  N A M E :  

Mr. and Mrs. James Watts, Jr. 
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R  

Bedford County Court House 
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  

1 

Poplar Forest 
C l T Y  O R  T O W N :  

I 
- 

16. R ~ P ~ E S E N T A T ~ O N  f N  EXISTING SURVEYS 
[ T I T L E  O F  S U R V E Y :  
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Bedf oxrd 
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'APPROXIMATE A C R E A G E  O F  NOMINATED PROPERTY: 950-acres 4 
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roNO'T'ON 
Excellent a Good Fair 0 Daterioroted 0 Ruins  fl Unerpos*d fl 

(Check One) (Check 0"s) 
' INTEGRITY  Altered Unoltersd 0 Moved 0 Original Sits 

D E S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (if  kn0wnJ P H Y S I C A L  ~ P P E I R A N C E  

Poplar  Forest  i s  a b r i c k  one-story bui ld ing ,  octagonal  i n  
shape, set on a high basement with t e t r a s t y l e  pedimented Tuscan 
por t i coes ,  on low arcades ,  on t h e  entrance (north) and r e a r  
(south) facades.  A s  a r e s u l t  of a f i r e  i n  1845, only t h e  w a l l s ,  
fou r  chimneys, and poss ib ly  t h e  columns are o r i g i n a l .  From a 
drawing, - c i r c a  1820 (now i n  t h e  Alderman Library ,  Univers i ty  of 
Vi rg in ia ) ,  by Thomas Je f fe r son ' s  granddaughter, Cornel ia  Randolph, 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  des ign  of t h e  e x t e r i o r  can be reasonably determined. 
The drawing shows t h e  house crowned by a deck on an octagonal 
hipped roof surrounded a t  i ts  base by a ba lus t rade .  Below t h e  
ba lus t rade  is a Tuscan cornice  which e n c i r c l e s  t h e  e n t i r e  house. 
The s loping ground on t h e  southern s i d e  g ives  t h e  house two 
s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  r e a r .  The e x i s t i n g  roof with dormers d a t e  from 
1845. The o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  plan of t h e  house i s  i n t a c t ,  and 
c o n s i s t s  of f o u r  elongated octagonal rooms around a'ZO?.foot square 
c e n t r a l  h a l l  which was o r i g i n a l l y  l igh ted  from above. Two of t h e  
rooms,on t h e  e a s t  and west s ides,were divided i n  t h e  middle by 
bed a lcoves ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  J e f f e r s o n ' s  bedroom a t  Monticel lo.  
Unfortunately,  t h e r e  i s  almost no evidence ind ica t ing  t h e  appearance 
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  woodwork. 

Je f fe r son  r e f e r s  t o  an off  i c e  wing, 110-feet long"'.'. . i n  t h e  
manner of those  a t  Monticel lo,  with a f l a t  roof i n  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  
house." While no t r a c e  above ground remains of t h i s  wing, a k i t -  
chen and smokehouse s t i l l  s t and .  On e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  house, t h e  
two o r i g i n a l  octagonal p r i v i e s  a r e  d i s c r e e t l y  hidden by a r t i f i c i a l  
mounds. 

I I n  good condi t ion ,  t h e  house i s  used a s  a p r i v a t e  residence 
and is not open t o  v i s i t o r s .  I 

I J e f f e r s o n  probably based t h e  p lan  of t h e  house a f t e r  P l a t e  
No. 17 i n  Volume I1 of William Kent 's e d i t i o n  of The Designs of I 



. S I G N I F I C A N C E  - 
1 P E R ~ o D  (Check One or More as Appropriate> 

I Pre-Columb<en 0 16th Century 18th Century m ifJ1h Century 
- 151h Cantury 171h Century 19th Century a 

E P E C ~ F I C  D I ITE lS l  (It /Lppl;csble andKnown) 1809-26 
nnEas OF F I c n ~ ~ ~  (Check One or More ea ApPropr*ats) 

Abor iginml EducatLn Political xx Urbon Plqnning 0 
Prahistoric Engineering Rsligion/Phi- Other (specify) 

Historic 0 Industry 0 Iosophy 0 
Agriculture Invention 0 Science 0 
Art Landscape Sculpture 

Commerce Architecture 0 Social./Humon- 

Communications L] L i t e r o t ~ r a  itmrian 0 
C t i  0 M i l i b r y  Theater 0 

M u l i c  Transportation 0 

 TAT^^^^^ O F  SIGNIF~CINCE (Include Psrsona#aa. Dates, Events, Etc . )  

Designed and b u i l t  by Thomas Je f fe r son  i n  1806-1809, Poplar  
Forest  served from 1809 t o  1826 as h i s  summer home and a r e t r e a t  
from t h e  b u s t l e  of Monticello. The roof and i n t e r i o r  of t h e  
house were r e b u i l t  a f t e r  a se r ious  f i r e  i n  1845. 

This  p l an ta t ion  of some 4,000 ac res ,  a l s o  known a s  Bedford, 
came i n t o  Je f fe r son ' s  hands through Martha Wayles Skel ton ,  whom 
he married i n  1772. I n  order  t o  superintend t h e  management of 
t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  he would come here and s t a y  i n  a two-room cot tage ,  
then  t h e  only dwelling on t h e  e s t a t e .  I n  June 1781, ho t ly  
pursued by t h e  B r i t i s h ,  Jef ferson sought refuge a t  Poplar  Fores t .  
While t h e r e  he was thrown from h i s  horse and suffered  t h e  enforced 
confinement dur ing  which he  wrote h i s  Notes on Vi rg in ia .  

I n  1806 Jefferson designed t h e  e x i s t i n g  octagonal  br ick  
house, "poplar  ores st," which was completed i n  1809. When v is i$ors  
a t  Monticello became t o o  numerous f o r  h i s  comfort he would r e t r e a t  
t o  Poplar  Fores t .  Before he became Pres ident  he paid only i n f r e -  
quent v i s i t s  t o  t h e  e s t a t e .  But a f t e r  h i s  re t i rement  i n  1809, he 
would seek refuge t h e r e  f o r  a month o r  two a t  a t ime,  usual ly  
twice a y e a r .  

On November 6,  1845, a f i r e  began i n  t h e  sh ing le  roof of t h e  
house, burning not only t h e  roof but t h e  t r i m  of t h e  i n t e r i o r s  
a s  w e l l .  The present  roof with i t s  dormers was put on i n  1845, 
but t h e  b r i ck  wa l l s ,  chi.mneys, and columns a r e  o r i g i n a l .  
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10. G E O G R A F C A L  DATA 

S T A T E :  

S T A T E :  

S T h T E :  

C O D E  - 
C O D E  - 
CODE - 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-  

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public 1.aw 

89.665). 1 hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

LC57 A L L  S T A T E .  A N D  C O U N T I E S  F O R  P R O P E R T I E S  O V E R L A P P I N G  S T A T E  O R  C O U N T Y  B O U N D A R I E S  
- 

CODE I T A T E  

0 
R 

, L A T I T U D E  A N D  LONGlTUDE C O O R D I N ~ T F S  

DEFlN lNG T H E  C E N T E R  P O l N T  O F  A P R q P E R T Y  
O F  LESS ~ H A N  O N E  A C R E  

LnrlTyoE. A N D  L O N G l T U D E  E O O R D I N A ~ T E f  

DEFINING A R E C T A N G L E  L O C A T I N G  THE P R O P E R T Y  

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.  

in  the National Register and certify that i t  has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and p r o c e a r e s  s e t  

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nominat~on is: 

National State n Local 

L A T I T U D E  

Degrees Minuter Seconds 
0 

C O U N T Y :  

C O U N T Y :  

C O U N T Y :  

Chief, Office of Archeology andHis to r i c  Preservation 

N a ine 

L O N G I T U D E  

Degrees M ~ n u t s r  Seconds 
0 

L O N G I T U D E  

Dogreas Mlnu+es Seconds 

7 9 0  ( 7 -  00-  
79 ' 1  I & - '  30 " 
19" I S ' 3 0 '  

C O R N E R  

NW 

N E  

SE 

Date 

ATTEST: 

T i t l e  

L A T l T U D E  

Degrees ~ , ~ " t s s  Seconds 

370  1 1 - 3 0 .  
37 O 21 ' 30 " 
3 ~ " ~ o ' l O "  

C O D E  - 
C O D E  - 
C O D E  - 

Keeper of The N a t i m a l  Regis ter  

Date  

- 
z 
Cn 

.-( - 

Date I 
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N A T I O N A L  REGISTER O F  HISTORIC P L A C E S  

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

6. H i s t o r i c  American Bui ld ings  Survey Inven to ry ,  
1958 

I Lib ra ry  of  Congress 
Washington, D. C .  Code: 08 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Report  1/09-27 I 1968 

I V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Room 1116, Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  O f f i c e  Bui ld ing  



~ ~ r m  !9.3000 U N I T E D  STATES D C P A R T M i N T  O F  7 t i E  I N T F R I O R  
( ~ u l t .  1969) N A T I O N A L  PARK S E R V I C E  

NATLONAL REGISTER O F  HISTORIC P L A C E S  

INVEI4TORY - NOMINATION FORM 

[Continuation Sheef) 

(Number u l l  c ~ ~ l r i a s )  

5 T k T E  

Virginia 
C O U I 4 T Y  

I FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E M T R Y N U M B E R  -.-- 

I'oslar Forest  property description: I 
Beginning on Xe1.1 London :toad adproximately 1950 f e e t  from ihe  in te rsec t ion  

of i.le17 London &ad and ?IzterlicIr iioad, and following tile road f o r  approximately 
11190 f ee t ;  Thence S 119' 12 '  E, 190 fee t ;  thence 1'1 6L0 18' E, 370 S e e t j  
thence N 23" 12 '  i:, l ~ d O  f ee t ;  thence 1.1 18O 10 '  E, 23 f ee t ;  thence 
11 42(' 27' I>[, $2 f ee t ;  i;llcnce N 31' 31 E, 555 fee t ;  thence 15 55' k2' h', 
203 f ee t ;  t h e w e  if 2Lc 421 IT, 255 feet ;  thence S 31° 31 IT, 9 5  fee t ;  
thence ;$ l Z C .  2 0  , 750 f ee t ;  thence iJ 37'' 20' 11, 515 f e e t ;  thence 
il 31" 3'  E, 750 f ec t ;  thence fo l lo~r ing  the :qorfollc and l lestern Railway 
Lov Grede S e l t  Line ai;,roxi!nately 5103 f e e t ;  thence about ii 28" I{, 
ap;,roximately 1200 f ee t ;  thence S 67O 19 '  M approxinlately 1050 f e e t ;  
thence S lLf 39' E: 213 f e e t  t o  North Fork of 'i'omkiav~k Creek; thence S 
8" 2l4' E, 2957 f e e t  t o  Up Yranch CI-eek; thence following Up 3ranch and the 
So:~th zork of the Tomahawk Creek a,,roxbately 1315 fee t ;  thence S 2lI0 
36; \I, 725 f ee t ;  hence  S 7 j0  5&' E, ciprroxi;~~tely 1115 fee t ;  thence S 
20 6' W, a,.,.roximatel.;. 1203 fce t ;  thence a g p o x h t e l y  i.1 70* W about 
l G O O  f ec t ;  thencc >I 22'LOt W, 5'30 fee t ;  thence S l~7~'201 W, 1116 fee t ;  
thence N 16" 101 W, 1089 f ee t ;  thence 1J 17' 28' 11, 963 fee t ;  thence iJ 
62" 121 \I, 641 f ee t ;  thence N 67" &Y'  W, 761 f e e t  t o  be~i:ming. 

I 1 
G P O  00t.uaz 






